Ms. Vanessa Ott

Sunday, March 28, 2010

Mary Correa, Complex Area Superintendent

Larry Kaliloa, Certificated Personnel Specialist

State of Hawai`i Department of Education Hawai`i District Office

Ka`u-Kea`au-Pahoa Complex

P.O. Box 4160

Hilo, HI  95720-0160

Dear Superintendent Correa and Mr. Kaliloa,

Enclosed you will find my:

· Request to Access a Government Record; and 

· Attachment:  Request for Waiver of Fees in the Public Interest.  

According to information on page two of the [OIP 1 (rev.9/12/01)]  form, I can expect a response within 10 business days unless there are extenuating circumstances.

Thank you,

Vanessa Ott

cc’ via email:
Mary Correa, Ka`u-Kea`au-Pahoa Complex Area Superintendent

Larry Kaliloa, Hawaii Region Certificated Personnel Specialist

Bertha Mundon, CAS Private Secretary

Kalei Rapoza, HIDOE Labor Relations Personnel Specialist

Teddy Burgess, Na`alehu Elementary School Principal

Rae Yamanaka, HSTA Hilo UniServ Director
REQUEST TO ACCESS A GOVERNMENT RECORD


DATE:
____________________________

TO:
________________________________________________________________________________


FROM:
_________________________________________________________________________________________


Name or Alias


_________________________________________________________________________________________


Contact Information


_________________________________________________________________________________________

Although you are not required to provide any personal information, you should provide enough information to allow the agency to contact you about this request.  The processing of this request may be stopped if the agency is unable to contact you.  Therefore, please provide any information that will allow the agency to contact you (name or alias, telephone or fax number, mailing address, e-mail address, etc.).

I WOULD LIKE THE FOLLOWING GOVERNMENT RECORD: 

Describe the government record as specifically as possible so that it can be located.  Try to provide a record name, subject matter, date, location, purpose, or names of persons to whom the record refers, or other information that could help the agency identify the record.  A complete and accurate description of the government record you request will prevent delays in locating the record.  Attach a second page if needed.


I WOULD LIKE:       (please check one or more of the options below)

 FORMCHECKBOX 

To inspect the government record. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

A copy of the government record:   (Please check one of the options below.)  See the back of this page for information about fees that you may be required to pay for agency services to process your record request.  Note: Copying and transmission charges may also apply to certain options.


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Pick up at agency (date and time):  ______________________________________________

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Mail   

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Fax (toll free and only if available)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other, if available (please specify): _______________________________________________
 FORMCHECKBOX 

If the agency maintains the records in a form other than paper, please advise in which format you would prefer to have the record.


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Electronic  
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Audio     FORMCHECKBOX 
  Other (please specify):_____________________


 FORMCHECKBOX 

Check this box if you are attaching a request for waiver of fees in the public interest

 (see waiver information on back).
SEE BACK FOR IMPORTANT INFORMATION

Fees for Processing Record Requests

You may be charged fees for the services that the agency must perform when processing your record request, including fees for making photocopies and other lawful fees.  The first $30 of fees charged for searching for a record, reviewing, and segregating will not be charged to you.  Any amount over $30 will be charged to you.  Fees are as follows: 

Search for a Record





$2.50 for 15 minutes

Review and Segregation of a Record



$5.00 for 15 minutes

Waiver of Fees in the Public Interest

Up to $60 of fees for searching for, segregating and reviewing records may be waived when the waiver would serve the public interest as described in section 2-71-32, Hawaii Administrative Rules.  If you wish to apply for a waiver of fees in the public interest, you must attach to this request a statement of facts, including your identity as the requester, to show how the waiver of fees would serve the public interest.  The criteria for this waiver, found at section 2-71-32, Hawaii Administrative Rules, are:

(1) The requested record pertains to the operations or activities of an agency;

(2) The record is not readily available in the public domain; and

(3) The requester has the primary intention and the actual ability to widely disseminate information from the government record to the public at large.

Agency Response to Your Request for Access

The agency to which you addressed your request must respond within a set time period.  The agency will normally respond to you within 10 business days from the date it receives your request; however, in extenuating circumstances the agency must respond within 20 business days from the date of your request.  If you have questions about the response time, you may contact the agency’s UIPA contact person.  If you are not satisfied with the agency’s response, you may call the Office of Information Practices at 808-586-1400.

Requester's Responsibilities

You have certain responsibilities under §2-71-16, Hawaii Administrative Rules.  You may obtain a copy of these rules from the Lieutenant Governor's Office or from the Office of Information Practices.  These responsibilities include making arrangements to inspect and copy records, providing further clarification or description of the requested record as instructed by the agency's notice, and making a prepayment of fees, if assessed. 
Request For Waiver of Fees in the Public Interest
I request a waiver of fees for delivering the requested documents because I satisfy the three criteria for this waiver, found at section 2-71-32, Hawaii Administrative Rules as described below.  Also, these documents should already exist in electronic format, which is the media I’ve requested for delivery, so there should be no copying or postal fees.  If the documents already exist online, available to the public, please direct me to the URL so that I may retrieve them myself.
The Department of Education is a public agency, and according to the Uniform Information Practices Act, HRS 92F-2, its process are open to public scrutiny.

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Vanessa Ott
March 28, 2010

CHAPTER 92F

UNIFORM INFORMATION PRACTICES ACT (MODIFIED)
 [§92F-2]  Purposes; rules of construction.  

In a democracy, the people are vested with the ultimate decision-making power.  Government agencies exist to aid the people in the formation and conduct of public policy.  Opening up the government processes to public scrutiny and participation is the only viable and reasonable method of protecting the public's interest.  Therefore the legislature declares that it is the policy of this State that the formation and conduct of public policy--the discussions, deliberations, decisions, and action of government agencies--shall be conducted as openly as possible.

(1) The requested record pertains to the operations or activities of an agency;

The records I request pertain to the operating procedures and policies of the State of Hawai`i Department of Education.

(2) The record is not readily available in the public domain; and

I have been unable to locate a copy of the requested documents on the DOE or BOE web site which is the media most available to teachers and citizens in rural Hawai`i.

(3) The requester has the primary intention and the actual ability to widely disseminate information from the government record to the public at large.

It is my intention to disseminate this information via my personal web site:

www.freespeech4us.com

which will enable wide dissemination and make the information available to anyone with an internet connection.  I already have begun the dissemination process by posting a copy of this request on the web site.  It is available via the link “Policies re: Teachers” in the left navigation frame, and then by clicking “Request for Government Documents” in the right frame.  The direct URL is:

www.freespeech4us.com/PublicEducation/EmployeeRights/Request_HIDOEPolicy_Investigations_DDL_OnlineCopy.doc

March 28, 2010





Mary Correa, Complex Area Superintendent; Larry Kaliloa, Certificated Personnel Specialist





Vanessa Ott





Personal Contact information 


removed from online copy.





I request a copy of the written policies and procedures that govern the State of Hawai`i Department of Education operations regarding investigations and Department Directed Leave.  I request a copy of:


(1) All “School Code Regulations”;


(2) Policies and procedures for conducting Investigations of an HSTA member and DOE employee;


(3) Policies and procedures regarding Department Directed Leave of an HSTA member and DOE employee.





I prefer to receive electronic copies of the documents via email.  This will save personnel time, paper, and postage costs.
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(





(
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(see attachment)





Personal Contact information 


removed from online copy.









